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SCHOOL REPORT. 


OFFICE BOARD or EDUCATION, 
Yankton, D. T., Dec. 10, 1866. 


To the Hon. the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of. Dakota : 


Agreeable to your resolution of Dec. 5th, I have the honor to subs 


wit the 3d annual report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
for the Territory of Dakota : 


| The past year has been one of unexampled prosperity to the Ter» 
ritory, ubexampled not only in the number of thriving industrious 
settlers who have come to dwell among us, but in the extent of valu- 
able and permanent improvements, These improvements are to be 
seen not only in the thriving towns springing up on our thorough- 
fares, with increasing facilities for manufactures and trade, but in the 
substantial agricultural improvements that dot our beautiful prairies 


` with “ Happy Cottage Homes,” generally surrounded with extensive 


and well cultivated fields which by the blessing of Providence have 


this year yielded a bountiful harvest. So rapid bas been the influx 
of emigration during the past season that in some instances in sec- 


tions where there was nota single house in April of this year there 


are now flourishing settlements, with valuable and permanent im- 
provements, with School Districts organized, suitable school houses 
erected and furnished with all the necessary fixtures for a good com: 
mon school. 


We are admonished by our rapidly increasing population, by a 
lively and growing interest in the subject of schools, and by the ear- 
nest appeals of citizens from all sections of the Territory for a school 
district organization, that the time will soon come when the benefits 


of our public schools will be extended to every neighborhood in this 
Territory. 


"M Sa 
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CONDITION OF THE SCHOOLS. 


Within the past year the number of organized school districts іп 
the Territory has been more than quadrupled, and the number of 
children of school age has increased in nearly the same proportion. 
In most of the districts schools have been maintained for a portion of 
the past year ranging from three to nine months. ;The schools have 
mostly been taught by competent instructors, and. in some instances 
paid by money received from the county treasurers, (the proceeds of 
the per capita tax), and in other districts by money raised by tax on 
real estate and personal property in | the school districts, or by sub- 
scription. 


It is to фе presumed that few if any of the districts are so perfectly 


organized ag to reap the full benefit of our present generally цацан 
school law. 


It will require some little time for the machinery of our school law 
to get into operation so that the full amount of money to which the 


publie schools are by law entitled will be faithfully collected and .ju- 
diciously expended. 


On one occasion when the crown commissioners inquired of one of the 
Governors of Connecticut relative to the condition of the common schools 
of the colony, the Governor replied that “ one fourth of the revenue of 
the colony is laid cut in maintaining free schools for the education of 
our children.” If the people of this territory will adopt as liberal a 
plon as that adopted by Connecticut in her early history, we shall not 
be wanting in school houses to educate our children in, nor in funds 
to pay the wages of the teachers in our public schools. 


The following table exhibits the amount of money raised for schoo} 
purposes, the sources from which it came, and the manner in which it 
was expended, together with such other information as could be 
gleaned from the meagre reports ot county superintendents: 
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I have thus briefly presented the condition of the schools iu:this. 
Territory. We have now to consider what tan be done to extend 
their benefits and i increase their usefulnoss. 


-” 
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ni is desirable that our. ‘school law should be on зе plain and prac- 
ticable, and that there should be as little machinery aa йн 
accomplish the desired result. : 


xxn ` Ç 5 ? 
Our school law provides for a Territorial “Board of Edueation, 

which offices would be of doubtful utility, even if filled with compes 
tent and self-sacrificing meu. No objection to. that portion of the 
school law providing for a board of education, can be made on the 
ground that their duties conflict with the duty of any other school of- 
ficers, so much as in the fact that there does not seem to exist any 
necessity for the creation of such board. The only duty devolving 
upon the Board of Education which is not now performed entirely by 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction isthe appointment of said 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, who could as well be appointed 
in some other manner The Legislative Assembly of 1865-6 appointed 
a competent Board of Education, but not one of the officérs sọ ap- 
pointed evér qualified, and the consequence is we have no Board of 
Education, to submit a report to the Legislature as required by Jaw. 

At the last general election hêla in October last, а new Board was 

elected, only one of whom is eligible, the other two having been 
members of the Legislature that passed the law creating the office. 
These, it is true, are circumstances that may never occur again. ‘But 
it can hardly be expected that a person will take interest enough in 

school matters to perform faithfully the duties of an office во unim« 
portant as that of member of the Board of Education, especially when 
the expense of qualifying into office would nearly equal his per diem 
for a year, and when the acceptance of such office would require a 
pilgrimage of many miles in an unpleasant season of the year to at- 
tend the annual meeting of the Board. Believing the Board of Edu- 
cation to be a useless appendage of our school law, I would respect- 
fully recommend that the school law be so amended as to dispense 
with tbe services of these officers, and the duties heretofore perform- 
ed by them could be required of the Superintendent of - Publie In- 
struction. I would further recommend that in case of the abolition 
of the Board, that the Legislative Assembly appoint a Superinten- 


. dent of Public Tusirüstiou; | who. shall hold ‘his office until the first of 


January succeeding the next - delegate election, and that provision 
be made by law for the election of a Territorial Superintendent of 
Public Instruction at the next and every subsequent delegate elec- 
tion, who shall hold his office for the term of two years. ` 


TEACHERS INSTITUTES, 


Tt is an admitted fact that in order to become a skillful practition- 
er in any profession, constant study and practice is requircd, as well 
as a mutual interchange of ideas. To this end ,Lawyers, Physicians and 
Clergymen have their sooieties and associations, each calculated to 
aid its members in their particular profession. The same is true of 
Farmers and all classes of Mechanics. Of all occupations, that of 
teaching requires а mutual interchange of ideas in order to develope the 
faculties. То become a successful teacher, requires not only a good 
perceptive faculty and ability to comprehend au idea, but it requires. 
an aptness to teach, and to impart to others in a pleasing and inter- 
esting manner whatever idea we may wish to convey. This is some- 
times a natural gift, but most generally i5 is an acquired faculty, and 
in no way сап it be more easily acquired than by attendance on 
Teachers Institutes. Previous to the year 1825, no “ Normal 
Schools” or Teachers Institutes were organized. But so popular 
have these institutions become of late that every State boasts at least 
one, and some as many as four Normal Schools. In addition to these 
State Institutes, most States establish by law, County Institutes for the 
drill of their own teachers, and-all teachers in the county are required 
to be present at these training schools; These County Institutes 
hold sessions varying from two to six weeks. The usual school hours 
are spentin thoroughly reviewing the studies usually taught in com» 
mon sehools, and in the discussion of subjects pertaining to school 
government, and the evenings are occupied by lectures from compe- 
tent persons whose addresses are not only pleasiag but highly instruc- 
‘tive. If we expect to keep pace with the progressive methods of in- 
struction of the present age, our teachers must continually atudy. 
Teachers Institutes can bee eonducted by the County Superintendent 
and Superintendent of Public Instruction, without any extra expense, 
and would be of incaleulable value to our teachers. 


In order that our teachers may be furnished with a school of train« 
ing, easily accessable and within the reach of every teacher in the 
Territory, I would recommend that the school law be so amended ав to 
require of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, with the assis- 
tance of the Cottuty Superidtendents, to hold annually at the county 
seats of Union, Clay and Yankton counties alternately, a Teachers- 
Iostitute to commence оп the first Monday of November, and to con- 
tinue for two weeks—which institute or training school shall be free to 
all teachers of the Territory, and all persons preparing for teachers. 


SCHOOL FUNDS. > 
In most counties the per capita tax has been eollceted, and willbe : 


10 | 

distributed to the several districts in April next. А considerable sum 
would accrue to the school fund in each county from fines and for- 
feitures, and other sources if they were collected. I would recom. 
mend that County Superiutendents be made the guardians of the 
school funds in their respective counties, and that they be authorized 
to call to their counsel and assistance the County- Attorney, if they 
shall deem it necessary in the collection of such fines and forfeitures 
as may be due to the school fund in any eounty in this Territory. 


CONVOCATIONS OF SCHOOLS. 


It was the intention of the Board of Education and Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, to hold a convocation of schools in each county 
at the county seat thereof, early last spring, But circumstances over 
which the school officers had no control, prevented these friendly and 
social gatherings. I would here renew the suggestion to hold in 
each county, in the early part of the summer, a convocation of all the 
the schools in said county. If County Superintendents will act in 
‘conjunction with the Territorial school officers in this matter, I doubt 
not that much good can be accomplished in this way; it would prob- 
ably awaken an interest in the subject of schools in the several coun. 
ties. 


APPEALS. 


There is now no method of appeal from the decision of the Diss 
trict Board, except to a legal tribunal. I would suggest the propriety 
of providing a law of appeal, so that when a person feels himself ags 
grieved by the action of the District Board, an appeal may be taken 
within a specified time, and in the manner ipréseribed by law, to the 
County Superintendent and from his decision to thatof the proper 


officer. ` 


COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 


I can express myself no better than in the language used 
in the School Report of last year, in regard to these ой» 
cers. Itis true that much of the usefulness of any school system de: 
pends upon the faithfulness of the officers into whose hands its inter- 
ests are confided. By their negligence and inaction they may make 
inoperative an excellent school system, or by their diligence, energy 
and perseverance they may make very useful an indifferent one. 
County Superintendents should always be active in the discharge of 
duty ; always ready to assist in the organization of new districts, and 
to encourage those who are inclined to look on the dark side of things 


11 


in schol matters, and willing to assist teachers in trying to-eleyate. 
‘the standard of education in our common schools. ‘In short “to be 
instont'in season and out of season,” always hopeful, remembering 
that much of the labor performed by them is like “ casting bread up- 
‚өп the waters, which will return after many days." 


ORGANIZATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 


The school law is so plain that no comment is necessary, but pres 
suming that some may wish to assist in the organization of school 
districts who have not а copy of the school law, I will note the steps 
necessary to be taken: 


ist. County Superintendent to set off and describe the boundaries 
of the proposed district, and file such description with the Register 
of Deeds, of the county. 


2nd. County Superintendent to post notices of school meeting to 
elect district officers. 


. 8rd. For powers of a district meetingsee laws of 1865-6, page 520. 
. 4th. Annual school meetings must be held on the last Saturday i in 
September. - 


5th. District clerks to report to County Superintendents between 
the Ist and 15th of Sept. in each year. 


Gth. District treasurer to call on, county treasurer for publie mon: 
ey in April of each year. 


` 


TEACHERS. 


It is unfortunate for the educational interests of the Territory that the 
larger schools cannot be supplied with permanent teachers. "Transient 
teachers have not half the incentive to study and improve that per- 
manent teachers have. The standard of qualification for teachers is 
low enough at best, and every facility should be extended to 
teachers that can uid them in acquiring a more perfect knowledge of 
the art of teaching. I would suggest to teachers the propriety of 
subscribing for and perusing carefully some educational journal.— 
Teachers should be exemplary in life; always kind and courteous to 
their pupils ав well as to “children of a larger growth." Tt is a re- 
sponsible position to occupy, that of a teacher af youth, and he who 
esteems it lightly, or has no love for the work, is not worthy the 
name of teacher. | 


! 1 


TO THE PATRONS ОҒ SCHOOLS. 


Tt is with pleasure that we witness an increasing interest in the 
subject of schools. We are called upon by every interest dear to us 
` 
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№ support good. and sufficient schools for the education of oue: аф 
vdre і in every | hehool. Hatred Tes far cheaper хий better to. maiar 
tain a. good gehpol 1 in eur own din tri ңа Де send our.ahildren to a 
‘distant school to, be educated by iran gep. Теда remember 2215272. 


‘dollar invested in schools ays a bottar interest Қаға doller, тези: 
in any other way except for bread, and that it ав manch the duty 812 


every parent to leok after the education of their dgiidren, intellectu- ` 
ally, morally and | physically, asit is to provide them with food ію;өлі 
or clothing to wear. ` бох, 1 Berkley, ‹ of Virginia, onge gaid * “I арк 
God thére : are no "free. schools; nor printing, and hope (же shall not | 
hayé these hundred’ yenis.” T qejoide that we hear no Such sentis — 
ments uttered now. І prefer. thet other sentiment, spoken by a later 
Governor: of the “ӨМ Dominion,” 4 give your children a good com- 


` mon.school education, and the faithful instructions ‘of the Sabbath 


school, aud if after that you are compelled to send them out into the 
world to shift for themselves, you need not have any fears concern- 
ing them." А good common school education is the motive power, 
and well developed moral faculties, the compass, that will guide their 
pessessors to honorable stations in society, which many a wealthy, 


.-but-uneducated man, might well covet. 


€- 


“АН of which is Respectfully Submitted, 
JAMES 8. FOSTER, 


Superintendent Public Instruction. 
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